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According to Brazil's Unified Workers Central (CUT), traditional May Day celebrations were
canceled by unions engaged in strikes. On May 1, workers in transport, education, banking,
metallurgical and other industries were on strike. The CUT said that the "strike movement" of 1989
is the largest in Brazilian history. President Jose Sarney, who recently sent a bill to the Congress
limiting the right to strike, denounced the work stoppages, claiming that the prevailing "strike
mentality" could provoke a reversal in the country's return to democratic institutions. In Venezuela,
the Workers Confederation (CTV) reported that May Day marches were transformed into
demonstrations against the government's austerity policies. According to the CTV, 400,000 workers
throughout the country Caracas chanted slogans denouncing high prices on basic consumer goods,
merchant speculation and monopolies. President Carlos Andres Perez made two appearances in
Caracas during the May Day festivities. He witnessed thousands booing his name, and denouncing
his pact with the International Monetary Fund. In the capital, some 100,000 workers marched on
central avenues in two separate processions. Chile's Unified Workers Central (CUT) organized
a May Day rally attended by approximately 30,000. Speakers reiterated demands for the release
of Manuel Bustos and Arturo Ramirez, federation president and secretary general, respectively.
In Argentina, the General Workers Confederation (CGT) sponsored a meeting attended by labor
leaders and Justicialista (Peronist) presidential candidate Carlos Menem in Tanti, Cordoba province.
In contrast to previous years, the CGT did not organize May Day rallies and marches. In Cuba, some
800,000 workers marched through the streets of Havana chanting the following slogans: "The foreign
debt is unpayable and uncollectible" ("La deuda externa es impagable e incobrable"), "For peace
with independence and security for all peoples of the world, large and small" ("Por una paz con
independencia y seguridad para todos los pueblos del mundo, grandes y pequenos"), and "Our
greater homeland is Latin America and the Caribbean" ("Nuestra gran patria es America Latina y el
Caribe"). The two-hour march was led by President Fidel Castro and numerous labor leaders. Union
delegations from 40 countries attended the festivities. (Basic data from Notimex, AFP, 05/01/89)
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